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The reply brief filed 2/8/02 has been entered and considered. The application has been 
forwarded to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for decision on the appeal. 
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Information Disclosure Statement 



The information disclosure statement filed 3/12/2002 fails to comply with the provisions 
of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because it does not contain 

(e) A Statement under this section must state either: 

(1 ) That each item of infomiation contained in the information disclosure 
statement was first cited in any communication fi^om a fore^ patent oflSce in 
a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing 
of the information disclosure statement; or 

(2) That no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent oflSce in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing 
the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 



It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not 
been considered as to the merits. AppUcant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any 
item of information contained in this information disclosure statement or the submission of any 
missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining compUance with 
the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, including all certification 
requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP § 609 H C(l). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tien Dinh whose telephone number is 703-308-2798. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9-6. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Teri Luu can be reached on (703)305-7421. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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